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oad trips can be filled with surprises along the way. We never know what we’ll
experience next as we travel the road of life! Biblical road trips are no different. As
biblical characters traveled, God would intervene in their lives to inspire, to teach, and
to change their lives. God continues to do the same in the lives of Christians today as
they faithfully seek to follow Jesus Christ. This week, we take a road trip to Damascus
with Saul who later became known as the Apostle Paul. It was a trip that changed his
life forever!

If you were among the earliest of Christians, at the time just after The Crucifixion of
Jesus Christ, the name “Saul” would likely fill your heart with fear. Saul’s view of Christianity was really quite simple - he wanted it, and everyone involved in it, destroyed. He
traveled far and wide to persecute men and women who followed Jesus Christ.
Then one day, while Saul was on a road trip to Damascus, he suddenly found himself
surrounded by a very bright light. He fell to the ground and heard a voice from heaven
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” It was the voice of Jesus Christ
Himself. The incredible conversation that followed brought Paul to the realization that
Christianity was not a threat to the Jews, but rather the fulfillment of all that they hold
true. What could turn around a man who was so intent on squashing the beliefs of others? It was the loving power of Jesus Christ! Paul began the trip physically seeing, but
spiritually blind. He ended it physically blind, but spiritually seeing.
When Saul finally reaches Damascus, he finds himself dependent on one of the Lord’s
people to regain his sight. Ananias was a godly Jew who had accepted Jesus as his Messiah. After he receives the confirmation that he needs from the Lord, he goes to Saul
and greets him with the words “Brother Saul.” How wonderful those words must have
sounded to Saul! One reason that the Lord sent Ananias, rather than healing Saul’s
sight directly in answer to his prayers, was so that Saul would begin to see what he later
taught clearly: that the church is the body of Christ. We are members of one another.
Do you know of what it means to respond, “Lord, what can I do for You?” Do you know
what it means to feel the burden of sin lifted off your shoulders? Do you know what
it means to boldly confess the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? We too can
experience a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, surrender to Him in penitence and
faith, and receive His summons to service.
God did not waste any part of Paul’s life – his background, his training, his citizenship,
his mind, or even his weaknesses. Are you willing to let God do the same for you? You
will never know all He can do with you until you allow Him to have all that you are!
For both Paul and Ananias, their conversion included a call. Paul was called to preach
the word of Christ to the world; Ananias was called to preach the word of Christ to
Paul. Who was your Ananias? Who helped open your eyes to the wonders of God? And
to whom are you being called to be Ananias? When God calls, may we have the courage to respond, like Paul, “Lord, what can I do for You?”

