What We Believe
About the Bible
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Join MDPC Singles and Single Parents once a month
(Mondays) at various restaurants/bars in Houston, to enjoy
good questions, good food, and good company!

This four-week,
Wednesday night
study, led by Dr. Diana
Severance and Rev.
Vicky Jones, covers
thought-provoking
topics about the origins
of the Bible.

Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 PM
This Week:
The Bible’s Influence on America

Anonymous questions about Christianity and the Christian life will
be discussed in a lively, but compassionate conversation in which
all perspectives and beliefs are respected.

Sunday, September 14, 2014

Special Opportunity!
Guided Tour of HBU’s Dunham Bible Museum | Thursday, September 18
To learn more and sign up: bible.mdpc.org

Monday, September 15
6:00 PM | Blue at Brenner’s on the Bayou
• ml.mdpc.org

• singles.mdpc.org

• bible.mdpc.org

• study.mdpc.org
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Wednesday Bible Study | MDPC Pastor-Led Study

oin MDPC’s associate pastors for an intriguing look into the lives
of 11 courageous men and women of the Old Testament. Many of
these eleven found themselves facing situations that seemed bigger
than they were – except for the fact that God was on their side.

Wednesdays through November 19
Noon or 6:30 PM | Summit Room
• grief.mdpc.org
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Moving

Forward

Two Syllables People Will Die For
Philippians 2:5-11
Howard Edington preaching

• children.mdpc.org
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lementary school students: Come
eat pizza and play games at a Pizza
Party in The Galaxy, MDPC’s super
stellar space for kids! Kindergarteners
and first graders party in September;
Pizza Parties for second through fifth
graders are in October and November.

An MDPC Care Group for Those
Grieving the Loss of a Spouse

Losing a spouse is emotional and stressful, but it helps to have support from those who
have gone through a similar experience. Join us for dinner, fellowship, and conversation
once a month as you continue the journey of “moving forward.”

K & 1st Grade’s Party:
Sunday, September 21 | 12:30-2:30 PM
The Galaxy (2nd floor of main building)

September 17 Speaker: Sally Davis, RN, MSN, The Seven Habits of Healthy Aging
Third Wednesdays | 5:45 PM | Room 101 | No fee; dinner available for purchase

Contact Mallory Moore:
mmoore@mdpc.org, 713-490-9262

Questions? Contact Bitsy Cleveland: bcleveland@mdpc.org or 713-490-9542
• schools.mdpc.org

You Can Change

Mentor, Tutor, or Simply Encourage
Give a student what they need most: the belief
that they can succeed! Spending as little as 30
Spending as little as 30 minutes a week
minutes aatweek
at school with an at-risk child can
school with an at-risk child can change
change their
future.
Your
only
his or her future.
Your
onlyrequirement
requirement is to
is toshow
show up
consistently
up.consistently!

the Life of a Child...
schools.mdpc.org

• retreats.mdpc.org

J

erry Webber, Director of the
Center for Christian Spirituality
at Chapelwood UMC, will lead our
retreat. All are welcome!
The noon meal is eaten in silence in
the Ruah Dining Room. Villa de Matel
provides a beautiful, quiet, reverent
setting to stop and listen to God.
Tuesday, October 28
9:00 AM-3:00 PM
$30 includes lunch

Do you long for time to be quiet,
a time to pray and listen
for God’s voice?

Silent
Retreat
at Villa De Matel

Register at retreats.mdpc.org

Please silence all devices, and refrain from consuming food or beverages during worship.

MDPC Worship

MDPC Info
Yellow School

MDPC Highlights

Soccer Field

Be here to extend a warm MDPC welcome to our local and global ministry partners when
they join us for MDPC’s annual Outreach Sunday! We’ll pray for them and thank them
for the life-changing work they do every single day. Our ministry partners will be in the
Sanctuary Lobby between services, and will join us for worship at 9:45 and 11:15. Look for
their large colorful nametags and introduce yourself!
Next Sunday, September 21

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Join Rachel Poysky and Kristin Huffman this fall to discover the amazing words from God
in the Old Testament books of Jonah and Ruth. This year we will be using a workbook
(distributed in class, or see Valerie in Outreach to pick up a copy). A donation of any
amount toward the cost of the workbook is welcome, but not necessary (actual cost is $19).
Tuesdays through November 11 | 9:00-10:00 AM | NEW LOCATION: Room 122

Contact Valerie Rivera with questions: vrivera@mdpc.org, 713-490-9551

BSD 2014: Foundation & Fulfillment

Join us as we explore our foundation in the Ten Commandments, and the life of Jesus,
the fulfillment, as seen in the Gospel of Luke. There are meeting options on weekends
and weekdays, mornings and evenings. Visit bsd.mdpc.org, contact Marcia, or pick up a
brochure to find the group for you!
Contact Marcia Davis (mmdavis84@gmail.com, 281-579-6817) or visit bsd.mdpc.org.

MDPC Singles, Single Parents, & Friends: Pirate’s Bay Water Park
Come enjoy a day splashing in the sun, before the weather turns colder. Water slides,
tubing rides, a lazy river, and more! Kid-friendly.
Next Saturday, September 20 | 10:00 AM-3:00 PM | $20 adults/$15 kids

Contact Sarah Stone for info: sstone@mdpc.org or 832-605-8129

Walking the Mourner’s Path: Transform Grief Into Joyful Living

*Please stand if able.

CCLI # 182374

Welcome		 Vicky Jones
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Come, Thou Fount

Stead/Kirkpatrick
arr. Crowder

*Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon	
Song of Preparation	

Rachel Poysky

Abide With Me

arr. Lyte/Smith

Offertory	

There’s Something About That Name

arr. Gaither

Message	

Two Syllables People Will Die For

Howard Edington

Song of Response	

Your Name

arr. Baloche

9:45 Contemporary service
*Songs of Praise	

God Is Able
Come, Thou Fount

Fielding/Morgan
arr. Crowder

*Prayer of Confession	

Christyn Knoop

Baptisms	
William Barrett Butrum, son of Grant Butrum and Kelly Butrum
Riley Michelle D’Agostino, daughter of Bryan and Eugenie D’Agostino
Henry Thomas Etzler, son of Joseph and Graeme Etzler
Decker Richard Humiston, son of Donald and Kristina Humiston

Howard Edington

Welcome

Vicky Jones
There’s Something About That Name

Message

Two Syllables People Will Die For

arr. Gaither

Howard Edington

Song of Response

Register with Bitsy Cleveland: bcleveland@mdpc.org or 713-490-9542

Prelude	

Who Cares?

Welcome		 Vicky Jones

It is with deepest gratitude that we thank hundreds of mentors for the difference they have
made in the lives of future-oriented young people. This fall marks the 12th year of the
IMPACT mentoring program. The results are dramatic! Each year we must recruit 50 new
caring adults to begin with a 6th grade student at Spring Woods Middle School. Please
consider joining this adventure to spend half an hour a week (any day) with a student on a
wait list to have a mentor. We ask for one school year commitment!
Come to the Lunch & Learn: Sunday, September 21 | 12:45-1:45 PM | Parlor

Contact Mary Card: marydcard@yahoo.com or 713-827-9006

Come Into His Presence with Singing

The choir welcomes you! We are an inclusive community who accepts everyone interested
in singing. Join us - a group of volunteers serving the church by creating beautiful music.
For more information, visit choir.mdpc.org or follow us on Facebook (MDPC Sanctuary Choir).

The Antioch Partners: Second Annual Gala

ONE Night. ETERNAL Impact. The Antioch Partners’ Fundraising Dinner will be an evening of worship, with stories of God’s faithfulness, a live silent auction, and dinner.
Thursday, October 2 | 6:30-9:00 PM | Fellowship Hall | $40 | Sponsorships available

Register: theantiochpartners.org

Please Note

The Second Family Lunch and Learn Luncheon has been postponed until April 2015.

Your Name

arr. Baloche

11:15 Traditional service
Two Preludes and a Fugue

J.S. Bach

*Call to Worship	
*Choral Introit

Eternal Life

*Hymn of Praise	

God of Grace and God of Glory

Craig Courtney
#420; Vs. 1, 2, 5 | CWM Rhondda

*Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon	

Rachel Poysky

*Affirmation of Faith from The Heidelberg Catechism
Anthem	

I Want Jesus to Walk With Me

arr. Moses Hogan

Brian Yeakley, soloist

Baptism	
Camila Grace Perez, daughter of Martin and Elizabeth Perez

Howard Edington

Congregational Response	
Offertory
Message
*Hymn of Response	
Postlude	

At the Name of Jesus

Rene Clausen

Two Syllables People Will Die For
At the Name of Jesus

Howard Edington
#148; Vs. 1, 2, 4 | King’s Weston

Dignitate

Andrew Moore

Community Life
Center (CLC)

?

Fellowship
Hall

M

11:15 AM | Chapel
5:00 PM | Chapel

fuente.mdpc.org
fifthservice.mdpc.org

?

Amphitheater
Gym
Youth (The Loft)
Adult Studies

Chapel

8:30 AM Worship
11:15 AM Adoración
5:00 PM Fifth Service

Ministry
Center

Ministry Center

Front Office
Adult Studies
Preschool (Ark)
Elementary (Galaxy)
Summit Room
Fellowship Hall

Sanctuary

M

?

Sanctuary

Connection Center
Gathering Room

M

Detailed maps
available

?

Information Centers

Ministry Partners

Pray for these MDPC partners working to make
a difference in the lives of others:
The Rose’s mission is to reduce deaths from
breast cancer by providing screening, diagnosis,
and access to treatment for women, regardless
of their ability to pay. Last year they helped over
9,000 uninsured women.
the-rose.org
The Salvation Army is an international evangelical Christian ministry that operates shelters
and transitional housing facilities in Houston.
Motivated by the love of God, the ministry’s
mission is to preach the Gospel while meeting
the needs of the community’s homeless through
comprehensive care and programs that foster
recovery.
salvationarmyhouston.org
MDPC mission partner Reverend Dan
McNerney works with Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship, a ministry that seeks to bring the
Gospel to unreached people all over the world.
Dan now leads friendship groups in Chicago in
which Christians, Muslims, and Jews gather to
discuss reconciliation and the teachings of Jesus.
Please pray for Dan’s health, and that God would
continue to direct his and his family’s steps.
newsfromthefrontier.com

Praises & Prayers
Senior Pastor Nominating Committee
Please pray for the committee and the congregation during this time of transition. Prayer
cards are available at the Connection Center.
Visit pnc.mdpc.org for updates.

We Love to See MDPCers!

When you take pictures at an MDPC event,
or snap some photos with your small group or
Sunday school class, share them with us! We
love having familiar faces to use in publications
and around campus.
Please send digital photos in original size to
Eva at ekaminski@mdpc.org with the subject
line “For MDPC Use.” Include names of people
pictured, and where and when the photo was
taken. Be sure to have the consent of everyone
in the photo!

W E EK LY FI NA NCI A L U PDATE
Operating Income

2014 Budget
Expected Income to date
Actual Income to Date
Current Income Surplus

$ 10,550,000
$ 5,353,094
$ 5,494,595
$
141,501

other worship opportunities
Spanish Service
Fifth Service

M

Chapel

Community Life Center

Dave Peterson | Pastor Emeritus
Gary Bowker | Pastor Emeritus
For information, contact Business Administrator
Becky Riggs at briggs@mdpc.org or 713-953-2570.

Congregational Response	
Offertory

Howard Edington | Interim Senior Pastor
Brandon Gaide | Associate Pastor for Next Gen
Ginny Glass | Communications & Media Dir.
Meliza Gómez | Contemporary Music Dir.
Luke Gordon | Youth Ministries Dir.
Charles Hausmann | Traditional Music Dir.
Kristin Huffman | Associate Pastor for Outreach
Brett Hurst | Relationships Minister
Victoria Jones | Associate Pastor for Equipping
Gena Kooken | Sr. Leadership Ministry Coor.
Rick Myers | Associate Pastor for Caring
Rachel Poysky | Children’s Ministries Dir.
Becky Riggs | Business Administrator
Dave Steane | Executive Pastor & Head of Staff
Kathryn White | Coordinating Music Dir.
Karen Winship | Human Resources Dir.

MDPC Foundation

This eight-week, Christ-centered grief program is limited to ten participants, creating a safe
place to share feelings with each other and with God. Two trained facilitators guide the group.
Tuesdays, September 23-November 11 | 3:00-4:30 PM | Chapel Bride’s Room 116
Cost: $25 for workbook (scholarships readily available)

M ?

Mauricio Chacón | Associate Pastor for Fuente

8:30 blended service
*Songs of Praise	

Coordinating Team

MEMORIAL DRIVE

Outreach Sunday Is Almost Here

Loving God. Proclaiming Christ. Living Generously. Engaging All.
11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024 | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710
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Today we continue our sermon series on Paul’s letter to the Philippians. On his second
missionary journey, Paul visited Philippi, established the Christian church there, and
spent considerable time in that cosmopolitan city. He enjoyed a deep friendship and
Christian fellowship with the Philippian Christians, and devoted much effort to helping them be strong in their faith – especially when facing troubles and persecution.
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Philippians has been called Paul’s joyful letter because the theme of Christian joy runs
throughout the letter. In just four chapters, Paul reminded the Philippians 16 times that
their joy was not determined by circumstances, but by the indwelling presence of Jesus
Christ in their life, and in their devotion to Him.
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In chapter two, as the Apostle Paul continued to develop his argument for authentic
Christian joy, he focused on the example of Jesus Christ and challenged his readers to
imitate Christ’s humility in their lives.
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•

Let’s start by reading Philippians 2:1-4. Paul suggested a counter-culture ethic
when he instructed the Philippians to “consider others as better than yourselves.”
Paul then added, “you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others.” How radical is this concept for you? How have you seen this in
others? How have you embraced this ethic in your own life?
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In verse 5 Paul said, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”
Paul’s point is that Christians should imitate the self-sacrificial example of Jesus.
How easy/difficult is it for you to embrace this example? What are the obstacles?
What are the benefits?
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Many scholars believe that verses 6-11 are actually an ancient Christian hymn. If
you could give this hymn a title, what would it be?
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•

In describing Jesus in verses 6-7, Paul said of Him that He “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing.” The word
grasped means to cling forcibly to something. Paul means that Jesus willingly
surrendered His rights and privileges as God and became nothing. To what things
do you cling? In what ways can these things get in the way of your embracing the
example of Jesus?
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•

Paul added that Jesus took on “the very nature of a servant.” Sometimes the word
servant is translated as slave. Regardless, both suggest the role of a person who
waits on others in order to have their needs met. In what ways have you experienced Jesus as a servant? Who are the people who have served you? What are the
attitudes and characteristics of Christ-like servants?
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We are told that Jesus humbled Himself. How does today’s culture view humility?
In what ways is humility a struggle for you? Besides Jesus, think of some influential
people who have modeled humility. What has been their impact and influence on
your life?
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As a result of the humility of Jesus Christ, God has exalted Him to the highest
place. How does this exaltation confound people’s expectations and understanding
of Jesus? What does it mean for you that every knee shall bow at the Name of Jesus?
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