
Sunday, June 7, 2015

8:30 Blended service 

9:45 contemporary service 

11:15 traditional service 

*SongS of PraiSe 

*Prayer of ConfeSSion Luke Gordon

Children’S MeSSage Kyle Collins

giftS of gratitude  Dave Steane

MeSSage The Rock at the Bottom of the Pit | Psalm 40:1-13 Kristin Huffman

PreludeS Meditations on Psalm 23 and 40 Emma Lou Diemer/Colin Mawby

WelCoMe  Dave Steane

Call to WorShiP 

Choral introit Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Carl Freeman

*hyMn of PraiSe A Mighty Fortress Is Our God #260; Vs. 1, 3, 4 | Ein’ Feste Burg

*Prayer of ConfeSSion and aSSuranCe of Pardon 

*affirMation of faith froM the heidelberg CateChiSM 

antheM Jacob’s Ladder arr. Kent Newbury (b.1925)

offertory This Is the Day John Rutter (b. 1945)

MeSSage The Rock at the Bottom of the Pit | Psalm 40:1-13 Kristin Huffman

*hyMn of reSPonSe Blessed Assurance #341; Vs. 1, 3 | Assurance

PoStlude Fantasia in G Major J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

WelCoMe      Dave Steane

*SongS of PraiSe I Saw the Light Hank Williams, Sr.
 Holy Holy Holy Lord God Almighty  arr. Gómez

*Prayer of ConfeSSion and aSSuranCe of Pardon Brett Hurst

Song of PreParation Cannons arr. Wickham 

giftS of gratitude What Joy (Psalm 146) Emerson/Leong

MeSSage The Rock at the Bottom of the Pit | Psalm 40:1-13 Kristin Huffman

*Please stand if able. CCLI # 182374

Please silence all devices, and refrain from consuming food or beverages during worship.

Sundays, June 14-July 26
9:45 or 11:15 aM | Parlor
Details: events.mdpc.org

S T U D Y I N G  G O D ’ S  W O R D  T O G E T H E R

The Promised land
A Six-week Video Journey through 
Key Old Testament Sites



W eeK ly fi na nCia l u Pdate

operating income  
2015 Budget $ 10,500,000
Expected Income to date $ 3,459,505
Actual Income to Date $ 3,114,207
Current income deficit $ 345,298

11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024 | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710
Loving God. Proclaiming Christ. Living Generously. Engaging All. 

We’re stewarding our budget carefully due to the cur-
rent deficit. This summer’s smaller, monochromatic 
bulletin is part of these efforts. Visit mdpc.org for more 
info on events and programs. To be placed on the email 
list, contact Cinnamon at cmcdade@mdpc.org.  

all-Church lunch is today!
Homemade food served up with a smile! You won’t find a better Sunday lunch deal in Memorial. 
Meal price (adult entrée $10, entrée salad $8.50, children $4) includes a drink, side salad, fresh-
baked bread, and choice of an array of pies and cakes, all made in the MDPC kitchen.
Served today, 11:00 AM-1:00 PM | Fellowship Hall

Celebrate national Cancer Survivors day
Today we honor individuals who have struggled through this battle. Cancer survivors and their 
families are invited to join us for refreshments.
Following the 8:30 and 9:45 AM Services | Gathering Room

Calling all Knitters
Your knitting can reach out locally and globally through these quiet yet powerful MDPC ministries: 
Knitting for Missions: Every Monday | 9:30 AM | MC Room 126
Prayer Shawl Ministry: June 8 (Second Monday monthly) | 6:30 PM | The Nook at MDPC
Contact Maritza Pujols with questions: mpujols@mdpc.org or 713-490-9556 

Kids’ Meals: Meals on Wheels for Preschool Children
MDPC is instrumental in providing one day’s worth of deliveries - that’s 2,200 sandwiches! You 
can make a difference. Bring two loaves of bread and be part of the sandwich-making team.
Wednesday, June 10 | 5:00-6:00 PM | Fellowship Hall
Contact Julie Hempel: hempeljulie@gmail.com 

Special travel opportunity for MdPC Seniors
Senior adults of MDPC are taking off on a Southern Charm Holiday, November 29-December 4. 
Get details at the informational meeting this week. Bring your friends!
Info Meeting: Thursday, June 11 | 2:00 PM | Amphitheater
Please RSVP to Evelyn Cook, Trip Coordinator: 713-504-2919

fifth annual Micah Project golf Classic at The Clubs of Kingwood 
Great golf, delicious food, ice cold beverages, and new and old friendships – all while raising 
money to support one of the most amazing ministries. We hope to see you on the links!
Monday, June 15
Details and registration: mulligans4micah.com 

Moving forward: for Those grieving the loss of a Spouse
It’s hard to imagine a future without your soul mate, but it helps to have support from those who have 
gone through a similar experience. Join us for dinner, fellowship, and conversation as you continue 
the journey of “moving forward.” June Speaker: Andrew Adair, Director of The Antioch Partners
Wednesday, June 17 | 5:45 PM | Parlor | No fee; dinner available for purchase
Questions? Contact Bitsy Cleveland: bcleveland@mdpc.org or 713-490-9542

Thailand trip - october 2015
Care for missionary children at an upcoming conference in Thailand. While missionaries are 
meeting, we provide a loving and educational program for their children, from infants to teens. 
Inquiry Deadline: June 20
Contact Amy Delgado for more information: adelgado@mdpc.org

try out Singing in the Choir
Have you ever wanted to try choir, but hesitated because of the commitment? In June, a “pick-
up” choir will lead worship at the 11:15 service. No advance sign-up or choral experience 
needed! Just meet in the Choir Room at 10:15 on Sunday morning.

Cho-yeh adopt-a-Staffer 
Every summer, over 200 staff travel to Camp Cho-Yeh from all over Texas and beyond. Serving at 
Camp is like running a marathon - pouring out all of oneself until the finish, without much time 
to breathe. Help us support the staff with prayers, letters of encouragement, and care packages!
Details: cho-yeh.com/summer-camps-in-texas/parent-information/adopt 



Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024 | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710

Sermon NOtes 

Today we continue Worn Pages, a series looking at favorite passages of MDPC’s pastors, the 
passages where the pages of their Bibles are worn from being read so often.

And the Worn Pages series continues. We, the Associate Pastors, have really been grate-
ful for the opportunity to share with you some of our favorite passages over the past few 

months. The passage for this week is Psalm 40:1-13, verses that have been important to me for 
a very long time. In 1979 I was going through an extremely difficult time in my life and, as I 
searched my Bible, praying for God’s help, I came upon (or God led me to) this passage. The 
words clearly express the anguish of the psalmist, but also the hope he had in God. The pas-
sage also became the foundation for my call to ministry and, soon after, I moved to California 
and started my studies and preparation for ministry at Fuller Seminary. I hope that you find 
these words helpful to you.

Read Psalm 40:1-13 to get the flow of the passage. Take note of the psalmist’s words. If you 
have a bible dictionary, look up some of the words and read a fuller definition of each one. Re-
read the verses, looking for themes and big ideas.

I see a number of possible themes and ideas, but want to focus on three:
1. When we find ourselves in trouble, God hears our cries.
2. God’s deliverance gives us a story to tell.
3. God wants our whole hearts, not just external obedience.

Read Psalm 40:1-2. The psalmist graphically describes a time when he was in a terrible situa-
tion (commentators think it was probably a severe illness or devastating military defeat). 
•	 Think about times you have found yourself in a “slimy pit” and cried out to God. Describe 

your thoughts and feelings about your pit and how you interacted with God (or didn’t).
•	 What does the passage say God did for the psalmist?

God’s rescue of the psalmist caused him to tell the story of his deliverance. There is a purpose 
to God’s salvation and it’s not only to rescue us; it is also to share the story with others so they 
would begin to trust God themselves. Out of each of our pits comes a story that God wants to 
use for His Kingdom. 
•	 How has God given you a story to tell? Describe ways you have been able to tell that story.
•	 Think about how God has touched others through your life, especially the difficult parts. 

How might this truth encourage you next time you are in a messy pit?

The psalmist was probably a king, maybe even David, and was required by Hebrew law to per-
form certain sacrifices and rituals to give God honor and thanks. In this passage, the psalmist 
points to the truth that God wants more than the burnt offerings and sin offerings (verse 6); 
He wants us to give Him our whole selves. The psalmist offers God his whole life, not just the 
required offerings. God wants us to give Him OUR whole hearts, not just a piece of our selves.
•	 Spend some time in prayer, asking God to reveal any areas of your life that you haven’t of-

fered to Him and then being to give Him your whole self.

My prayer for you today is that you would wait for the Lord, that He would “incline” to you 
and rescue you, that you would offer Him your whole life and then be willing to tell the story 
to others.

Sunday, June 7, 2015

Psalm 40:1-13 | The Rock at the Bottom of the Pit
Kristin Huffman Preaching


