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Kids’ Meals
Monthly Service Opportunity
Help us feed the nearly 2,200 preschool children 
Kids’ Meals delivers to daily. MDPC volunteers are 
instrumental in providing one day’s delivery per  
month! Please bring two loaves of white or wheat  
sandwich bread to the project.

Wednesday, August 12 
5:00 PM | Fellowship Hall

Happy 
Mother’s Day!

Next Saturday, August 15  
8:00 AM-Noon
Loads of projects are available!
 *Teacher gifts
 *Refinishing some benches
 *Painting
 *Assisting teachers 
 *Gardening, flower beds

Work assignments will be made 
that morning. Pick up a Fixer 
Upper flier.

register.mdpc.org

At Spring Woods Middle School

QUEST CLASS
A pastor-led Sunday School Class

Fall Study begins August 23
What is the truth God has taught us about 
ourselves as individuals? What has God made 
clear about our relationships with others who 
believe in Jesus Christ, and with those who do 
not believe in Him or follow Him? 
Quest Class is open to any who want to discuss 
some deep questions about who we are and 
how we are called to live in Christ, in this time 
and this place.

Sundays 9:45 
and 11:15 AM 
MDPC Parlor
Taught by  
Harry Slye  
Retired Pastor

TOT Mondays happen monthly at various fun venues around 
Houston. Anonymous questions about Christianity and 

the Christian life are discussed in a lively, compassionate 
conversation to which all perspectives and beliefs are invited.

Monday, August 17 
6:30 PM | Dish Society (5740 San Felipe, 77057)

Contact Sarah with Qs: sstone@mdpc.org, 832-605-8129 (call or text)

MDPC Singles, Single Parents, & Friends
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Coordinating Team   
Mauricio Chacón | Associate Pastor for Fuente
Brandon Gaide | Associate Pastor for Next Gen
Ginny Glass | Communications & Media Dir.
Meliza Gómez | Contemporary Music Dir.
Luke Gordon | Youth Ministries Dir.
Alf Halvorson | Senior Pastor 
Charles Hausmann | Traditional Music Dir.
Kristin Huffman | Associate Pastor for Outreach
Brett Hurst | Relationships Minister
Gena Kooken | Sr. Leadership Ministry Coor.
Rick Myers | Associate Pastor for Caring
Rachel Poysky | Children’s Ministries Dir.
Becky Riggs | Business Administrator
Dave Steane | Executive Pastor & Head of Staff
Kathryn White | Coordinating Music Dir.
Karen Winship | Human Resources Dir.

Dave Peterson | Pastor Emeritus 
Gary Bowker | Pastor Emeritus

MDPC Foundation
For information, contact Business Administrator 
Becky Riggs at briggs@mdpc.org or 713-953-2570.

11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024  | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710
Loving God. Proclaiming Christ. Living Generously. Engaging All. 

MDPC Worship MDPC infoMDPC highlights

Ministry Partners
Pray for these MDPC partners working to make 
a difference in the lives of others:

Palmer Drug Abuse Program helps youth and 
families recover from the devastating effects of 
drug and alcohol abuse. It provides 12-step pro-
grams, education and prevention workshops, 
and free individual and family counseling.
pdaphouston.org

Panther Partners: MDPC supports Piney Point 
Elementary through programs that include 
tutoring, staff appreciation events, workdays at 
the school, field trips, classroom help, and a bi-
lingual knitting group for mothers and teachers.
Contact Judye Hartman: judyehart@gmail.com 

MDPC Field Partners Chris and Jamie moved 
to the Middle East to work in community 
development and share their faith in Jesus while 
building relationships. Please pray for Chris, 
Jamie, their two young children, and their team 
to be strengthened by God as they learn the 
language, and share His love and grace.

It Takes So Very Little to Make a Major Impact
With only 30 minutes a week being a positive, caring mentor or tutor, you can change the life 
of a young student. Want to know more? Stop by our table this morning to learn about the 
three public schools where MDPC programs minister to students and the schools. 
Visit our table today in the Breezeway! Programs begin in September.
Contact Maritza Pujols with questions: mpujols@mdpc.org or 713-490-9556 

Run with Team Living Water
Living Water International is an official charity of the Chevron Houston Marathon and 
Aramco Half Marathon. Miah Collins is here today to talk to you about how you can run 
for Team Living Water. This is a great way to connect with one of MDPC’s global mission 
partners and help those in desperate need of clean water.
Today between services | Sanctuary Lobby

Calling All Knitters!
Have you ever wanted to express your concern beyond using comforting words? Your knit-
ting can reach out locally and globally through these quiet yet powerful ministries at MDPC: 
Knitting for Missions: Every Monday | 9:30 AM | MC Room 126
Prayer Shawl Ministry: August 10 (Second Monday monthly) | 6:30 PM | The Nook at MDPC
More information: outreach.mdpc.org

Elder Nominations for the 2018 Elder Class
Elder Nominations are being accepted. Your involvement in this process is essential!
Nominations are due Monday, August 31.
Please visit  nominations.mdpc.org, or pick up a form at the Connections Center.

BSD 2015-2016: Journey to the Cross
From the time when Adam and Eve were ousted from the garden, we were in need of a 
savior. We desperately needed someone who could rescue us from our sin and reconcile us to 
God. That person is Jesus! For nince months beginning in September, Bible Study Discussion 
groups will take a look at the journey God’ people took from the time following their exodus 
from Egypt, to the Resurrection.
Women’s and co-ed classes on a variety of days/times: bsd.mdpc.org
Learn more at one of our Welcome Coffees! There’s no commitment, just stop by to say hello 
and meet some of the other participants:
Thursday, September 3 | 9:30-10:30 AM | Fellowship Hall
Sunday, September 13 | 9:15-11:00 AM | Room 101
Contact Marcia Davis with questions: mmdavis84@gmail.com, 713-598-4330

Stay Tuned for Updates in Food Service Ministries
With the position of Food Service Director open, MDPC temporarily has reduced food ser-
vices offered. A committee made up of food service volunteers and elders, as well as MDPC 
members experienced with the food service industry, are studying the situation to determine 
the ministry's future direction. Thank you for your patience during this transitional time.

Handymen for Hope
Star of Hope often has routine maintenance projects that arise without notice and must be 
completed quickly. They are vitally important, as well-maintained facilities allow the mis-
sion to better serve homeless men, women, and children who come through its doors. For 
example, when a family moves out of an apartment at the Transitional Living Center, the 
apartment quickly must be repainted so that a waiting homeless family can move in. If you 
enjoy working on maintenance projects, don’t mind being on call, and are available to volun-
teer during the business week, we’d love to speak with you! Some projects may be completed 
within several hours; others may require a full day of volunteer service.
Contact Elizabeth Hatler: ehatler@sohmission.org

Help Long-Term Missionaries by Collecting Paper Rolls 
Collect empty paper towel and toilet paper rolls to help The Antioch Partners create elabo-
rate Asian roofs for their fundraising dinner on September 17. Drop rolls in the collection 
boxes around the church. They need your help to gather 1,400 rolls by August 31!
For details on and tickets to the fundraiser, visit theantiochpartners.org/events.

MDPC Turns 60!
In 2015, we celebrate 60 
years of faith and ministry. 

Pictured above are members of 
MDPC staff serving with Habitat 

for Humanity (1996).

Do you have classic MDPC photos? We’d love to share 
them! Email scans to Eva Kaminski (ekaminski@mdpc.
org) or drop prints at the Front Office.

W EEK LY FI NA NCIA L U PDATE
Operating Income  
2015 Budget $ 10,500,000
Expected Income to date $ 4,770,698
Actual Income to Date $ 4,560,592
Current Income Deficit $ 210,106
Pictured: Kelly Handel tutors at Housman ES with HUG. We'd 
love to have your help! Learn more this morning in the Breezeway.

Please Pray
Today’s Chancel Flowers are given by
•	 Bitsy	and	Tom	Cleveland,	in	celebration	of	

their 40th wedding anniversary.
•	 Jim	and	Janet	Terry,	in	celebration	of	their	

62nd wedding anniversary.

For What Lies Ahead
As we reflect on our denominational alignment, 
please pray for peace in the hearts of your fellow 
MDPC family members, and sage discernment 
for our leadership. 
Visit denom-issues.mdpc.org for information.

OTHER Worship opportunities

SPANISH SERVICE 11:15 AM | Chapel fuente.mdpc.org 

FIFTH SERVICE 5:00 PM | Chapel fifthservice.mdpc.org

8:30 Blended service 

9:45 contemporary service 

11:15 traditional service 

*SONgS OF PRAISE     

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rachel Poysky 

gIFTS OF gRATITUDE Dave Steane 

MESSAgE A Primal Scream Alf Halvorson
 Romans 5:1-5 (NRSV)  

CONgREgATIONAL MEETINg Dave Steane, Bob Giles, and Mike Handel

PRELUDES Two Hymn Preludes Sterling/Hayes

WELCOME Dave Steane 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

CHORAL INTROIT Great Is Thy Faithfulness Vaclav Nelhybel (1919-1996) 

*HYMN OF PRAISE All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name #142; Vs. 1, 3, 4 | Coronation

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 

ANTHEM                        Softly and Tenderly   Gilbert Martin (b.1941)
 Cassandra Black, soprano 

OFFERTORY                   Here I Am, Lord  arr. Ovid Young (b.1940)

MESSAgE A Primal Scream Alf Halvorson
 Romans 5:1-5 (NRSV)  

*HYMN OF RESPONSE It Is Well with My Soul Vs. 1, 2, 4 | Ville du Havre

POSTLUDE All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name arr. Westenkuehler

WELCOME Dave Steane 

*SONgS OF PRAISE Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymn to Joy
  In Christ Alone  arr. Getty

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON Rachel Poysky

SONg OF PREPARATION Our God arr. Tomlin

gIFTS OF gRATITUDE   

MESSAgE A Primal Scream Alf Halvorson
 Romans 5:1-5 (NRSV)  

*Please stand if able. CCLI # 182374

Sermon Notes 
Printed sermon notes are available from the ushers and at the Front Office. 

Congregational Meeting Today
The MDPC Session has called a Congregational Meeting, following the 9:45 worship service, 
for the purpose of revising Alf Halvorson’s terms of call.



Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024 | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710

The centerpiece of the Christian faith is that we justified before God by our faith 
in Jesus Christ. If we unpack this, it means that Christians stand before God 

being declared as righteous. This righteousness comes not because of any work on our 
part, but because of the atoning death of Jesus Christ becoming effectual through our 
surrender and faith.

The implications of this justification are vast! In Romans 5, the Apostle Paul outlines 
several practical dimensions of being justified, and the incredible blessings that 
come from this new way of life. Likewise, in Ephesians 3, Paul offered a word of 
encouragement and hope for the Christians to truly comprehend the immense scope of 
this justification, and of God’s love in Jesus Christ.

•	 Have you ever had to go to court? Traffic violation? Lawsuit? Jury duty? What 
thoughts and emotions did you experience? Why can appearing before a judge be 
intimidating?

•	 Imagine a scene of the Heavenly Court and you’re standing before God. What 
questions might He ask of you? What statements might He make of You? What might 
you say to Him?

•	 Being justified means to be declared innocent and righteous. Theologically, this is 
called imputed righteousness; that Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us through 
faith. So imagine standing before God and being declared righteous before Him. 
Reflect on what your thoughts, emotions, and responses might be.

•	 Within this amazing gift of justification, Paul connected the dots when he said, 
“but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope…” How have you found 
this statement to be true in your life?

•	 In Ephesians 3:16, Paul prayed that the Christians would be strengthened in their 
inner being with the power of His Spirit. How have you experienced this? Where do 
you need to experience this?

•	 In Ephesians 3:18-19, Paul noted, “I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 
with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.” The Christian Gospel is both simple and complex. How have you 
found each of these to be true?

•	 Identify one practical application from either Romans 5:1-5 or Ephesians 3:13-21, and 
determine how you will put this into practice in your life. What’s the first step you’ll 
take?

Digging Deeper is written by Executive Pastor, Dave Steane. It explores the weekly 
Scripture passage selection, but not necessarily the sermon message.

Sunday, August 9, 2015

A Primal Scream
Romans 5:1-5, Ephesians 3:13-21 | Alf Halvorson Preaching

Digging Deeper 


