
Losing a spouse is emotional and stressful, but it helps to have support 
from those who have gone through a similar experience. Join us for 
dinner, fellowship, and conversation once a month as you continue the 
journey of “moving forward.”
October 21 Speaker: MDPC Senior Pastor Alf Halvorson, Three Key Words (2 Cor. 1:3-7)
Third Wednesdays | 5:45 PM | Parlor | No fee; dinner available for purchase

Questions? Contact Bitsy Cleveland: bcleveland@mdpc.org or 713-490-9542

MovingForward An MDPC Care Group for Those 
Grieving the Loss of a Spouse

March 28 - April 11, 2016
Led by Rev. Dave Steane
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Join executive pastor Dave 
Steane for a fantastic two-week 
tour following the footsteps of 
the apostle paul. you’ll visit 
athens, Thessaloniki, philippi, 
modern-day ephesus, patmos, 
crete, istanbul, and more.
For more info: mdpc.org

The Well:
What do we fear?

Wednesday, October 28 • 6:30-8:00 PM • Chapel
Light snacks @ 6:15 PM • Childcare by reservation: childcare@mdpc.org

Women in all life stages are coming together to hear a panel 
of real, honest women talk about the things they fear, and 
how Christ has brought peace in the midst of dark places. 

Meet us at The Well, a gathering place for women of all 
ages to commune and connect.

� women.mdpc.org

� grief.mdpc.org

� women.mdpc.org� mdpc.org

  

� seniors.mdpc.org

� study.mdpc.org

� pip.mdpc.org� concerts.mdpc.org

Partner In Prayer 2016
your time given through pip ensures thousands of people 

are prayed for every day! as pastor alf writes in his invi-
tation letter, "prayer is one of the key avenues God uses 

to transform us. We need your help in this ministry, 
but helping will help you grow in your faith as well."

To be a 2016 partner in prayer, sign up today in the 
Lobby or register at pip.mdpc.org.

Dave’s Bible Study This year’s study with Executive 
Pastor, Dave Steane covers the 

eight “I AM” statements of Jesus. In 
John’s Gospel, Jesus’ identity as God’s 
Son is unpacked in rich theological 
terms. These “I AM” statements 
reveal much about the character and 
mission of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

October 21: John 8:12-30
I Am the Light of  the World 

Wednesdays  
through December 9

6:30 PM | Summit Room

    Exploring Jesus’ “I AM” statements in John’s Gospel



Coordinating Team   
Mauricio chacón | associate pastor for Fuente
Brandon Gaide | associate pastor for next Gen
Ginny Glass | communications & Media Dir.
Meliza Gómez | contemporary Music Dir.
Luke Gordon | youth Ministries Dir.
alf Halvorson | Senior pastor 
charles Hausmann | Traditional Music Dir.
kristin Huffman | associate pastor for outreach
Brett Hurst | Relationships Minister
Gena kooken | Sr. Leadership Ministry coor.
Rick Myers | associate pastor for caring
Rachel poysky | children’s Ministries Dir.
Becky Riggs | Business administrator
Dave Steane | executive pastor & Head of Staff
kathryn White | coordinating Music Dir.
karen Winship | Human Resources Dir.

Dave peterson | pastor emeritus 
Gary Bowker | pastor emeritus

MDpc Foundation
For information, contact Business Administrator 
Becky Riggs at briggs@mdpc.org or 713-953-2570.

11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024  | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710
Loving God. Proclaiming Christ. Living Generously. Engaging All. 

MDPC Worship MDPC infoMDPC highlights

9:45 Contemporary serviCe 

11:15 traditional serviCe 

Ministry Partners
pray for these MDpc partners working to make a 
difference in the lives of others:

Spaulding for Children is an adoption, foster care, 
and post-adoption ministry helping to build nurtur-
ing families for children who have endured abuse, 
neglect, or abandonment. it specializes in placing 
older children, sibling groups, minority children, 
and children with special needs.
spauldingforchildren.org

Spring Branch Community Health Center provides 
comprehensive health care services to indigent and 
low-income patients in Spring Branch.
sbchc.net

Evangelical Theological Seminary (cairo, egypt) is 
one of the Middle east’s premier theological institu-
tions,. The seminary equips students to witness to 
the gospel of Jesus christ in and beyond egypt in 
the midst of political and cultural transitions. 
etsc.org

Congregational Meeting
Session has called a congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing the elder class 
of 2018 and the 2016 nominating committee.
Sunday, October 25 | Following 9:45 Worship | Sanctuary

Let’s Talk About Porn
The average age of exposure to pornography - for both boys and girls - is 11 years old, 
and 12 to 17-year-olds are the largest porn consumers, averaging 50 clips per week. come 
learn strategies to inspire your kids to avoid pornography and equip them with tools to 
resist looking. Whether your child is in the cradle or in college, you’ll benefit from this.
Tonight! 6:00-8:00 PM | Chapelwood United Methodist
Details: letstalkaboutporn.com

Elementary Pizza Parties
come eat pizza & play games at your grade’s pizza party! 
2nd & 3rd Grade: Sunday, October 25 | 12:30-2:30 PM
4th & 5th Grade: Friday, November 13 | 6:00-8:30 PM
Contact Mallory Moore: mmoore@mdpc.org or 713-490-9262 

Discover MDPC with Alf, then Join!
Want to know more about MDpc? interested in membership? attend Discover MDPC 
with Alf, an informational meeting to learn about who we are and how we operate.
Sunday, November 1 | 10:45-11:15 AM | Gathering Room

MDpc’s New Member Class series is taught by the associate pastors and elders. The 
series includes a Saturday service project at one of our local mission partners.
Sundays, November 8-December 13 | Room 171-172 | 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

Contact Diann Turet: dturet@mdpc.org or 713-490-9553

Help Struggling Families Have a Thanksgiving
MDpc has been supporting east Spring Branch Food pantry for years with Thanksgiv-
ing-in-a-Bag, and by sending them volunteers. it recently was named “Best Food pantry 
in Houston” by the Houston Food Bank! They urgently need able-bodied men to help 
unload the trucks, Thursdays at 8:00 AM (about 1 hour).
Holy Cross Lutheran (7901 Westview, 77055)
Volunteers are needed throughout the week! Day and evening opportunities available.
Contact Mary White for information: 281-799-6752 

Help Wanted: Special Blessings and Safe Haven 
Special Blessings (Special needs Ministry) and Safe Haven (Foster care & adoption 
Ministry) are in need of adults and teens to volunteer on Sunday mornings, as well as 
for monthly parents’ night out events. no experience is necessary and no prep work is 
required. We just need people to show up and love on some really neat kids!
Please contact Keri Mosk for more information: kmosk@mdpc.org or 713-490-9265

Use Your Business Skills
newspring’s annual Business plan competition, sponsored in conjunction with Houston 
community college, begins in January. over the past eight years, over 100 MDpc mem-
bers have participated as advisers to community college students, helping them draft 
business plans. it’s a great opportunity to witness to your christian faith in a secular 
world. advisers work in pairs, mentoring their contestants throughout the competition.
Begins January 2016
For details, please contact Robert Westheimer at rwestheimer1@comcast.net.

A Thank You from The Antioch Partners (TAP)
Tap thanks everyone who helped with its fundraising dinner, “one night, eTeRnaL 
impact,” on September 17, attended by over 200 guests. over 100 volunteers planned, 
built, set up, served, and washed dishes. plus, with your help, Tap collected over 4,000 
paper towel rolls to create spectacular asian roofs. Thank you for giving your two fish and 
five loaves, enabling one night to make an eTeRnaL impact for God’s kingdom!

MDPC Turns 60...
In 2015, we celebrate 60 years 

of faith and ministry!
Long before alf came to MDpc, we cel-

ebrated viking culture. pictured are kakki Thompson 
and Vicky Jones at a 2009 birthday celebration for 
Vicky (herself of nordic descent).

Do you have classic MDPC photos? Email scans to Eva 
Kaminski (ekaminski@mdpc.org) or drop prints at the 
Front Office. Originals will be returned.

W EEK LY FI NA NCIA L U PDATE
Operating Income  
2015 Budget $ 10,500,000
expected income to date $ 6,160,854
actual income to date $ 5,874,313
current income Deficit $ 286,541
pictured: your support helps equip Spaulding for children to find loving 
homes for Houston's abandonned, abused, and neglected children.

Please Pray...
Today's Chancel Flowers are given
•	 by	Bob	Lemer,	in	loving	memory	of	

his wife, Joyce Lemer, on the second 
anniversary of her passing (october 17).

The White Rose is in memory of
•	 Billy	Dwyer,	who	passed	away	 

September 26, 2015.

For What Lies Ahead
as we reflect on our denominational align-
ment, please pray for peace in the hearts of 
your fellow MDpc family members, and 
sage discernment for our leadership.
Visit denom-issues.mdpc.org for information.

8:30 Blended serviCe 

*please stand if able. ccLi # 182374

WORSHIP INvITATION Michael Middleton

*WORSHIP MUSIC 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE Rachel poysky

THIRD GRADE BIBLES Rachel poysky, Mallory Moore, alf Halvorson 
andrew Baay, Jr.  
owen Bennett 
Scott eckert 
noah edmiston 
Tyler Fargason 
William Fuller 

John Garliss 
kathryn khalil 
Layla khatiblou
Drew Long 
Mark Mcclain 
Michelle owino

Hallie poysky 
Jackson Schwieder 
charlotte Stone 
Wilson Swinbank 
annie Vazquez

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE Rick Myers

MESSAGE     The Heart of the Matter: Souls  alf Halvorson

PRELUDE       Fantasie in A Flat  Joseph Rheinberger (1839-1901)

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP Rick Myers

CHORAL INTROIT  The Tree of Life        k. Lee Scott  (b.1950)

*HYMN OF PRAISE Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty #482; Vs. 1, 2, 3 | Lobe Den Herren

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON Rachel poysky

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

CHORAL ANTHEM                        Lay Up Your Treasures in Heaven               pepper choplin (b. 1960)
 Lisa Borik, soloist 

THIRD GRADE BIBLES Rachel poysky, Mallory Moore, alf Halvorson 
katelynn Bassett 
addison Beyer 
alden Farrow 
Rex Finnila 
Bennett Fry 

ashley Hausmann 
Luke Jackson 
carter Masraff
claire Rouse 
ansley Taylor 

David Vajdos  
ashley Varady 
Jeshua Varela

OFFERTORY                      When Peace Like a River              arr. Dale Grotenhuis (1931-2012)

MESSAGE     The Heart of the Matter: Souls  alf Halvorson

*HYMN OF RESPONSE Be Thou My Vision #330; Vs. 1, 2  | Slane

POSTLUDE                      Prelude in F  Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

WELCOME         Rick Myers

*SONGS OF PRAISE 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON    christyn knoop

SONG OF PREPARATION 

MESSAGE     The Heart of the Matter: Souls  alf Halvorson

Sermon Notes are available from the ushers and at the connection center and Front office. 
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We take a break for a few weeks from our 
“Solas Series” to focus on our Generosity 

Campaign. Each year, MDPC invites the con-
gregation to make a generosity pledge to God to 

support Christ’s mission and ministry in the coming 
year through this body of Christ. Covenant Sunday is November 8. My first sermon to help 
us think about The Heart of the Matter comes from Luke 12. 

1. When you examine the findings of studies on why people don’t go to church, near or at 
the top of the list is the complaint, “All churches do is ask for my money.” Should churches 
talk about money? Why or why not?

2. Jesus talked about money a great deal. Of the 43 parables of Jesus, 27 (that’s 62%) refer 
to money and possessions. One out of every ten verses in the Gospels (288 verses) deals 
with money. The Bible has 500 verses on prayer, fewer than 500 on faith, and more than 
2,000 on money and what it buys. Money is talked about more than sin and love. Why? 

3. In my sermon, I suggested that Jesus knows that we come to resemble that to which we give 
ourselves in devotion. We can worship our treasure, or worship God with our treasure. We 
can possess money, or money can possess us. Where have you seen the positive and nega-
tive examples of both?

4. In the parable Jesus shares in verses 16-21, what is this person’s problem or problems?

5. How do verses 33-34 help fill in the rest of the picture?

6. From verse 33, how do you make purses that won’t wear out? What is Jesus suggesting 
here? 

7. From verse 34, where is your heart? Are there ways to get your treasure invested faithfully 
so that your heart becomes healthier? What might that look like?
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