


Here I Am, Lord

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=kiGZ9j3OD88

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiGZ9j3OD88


MEMORY VERSE

There is no one holy, like the Lord;  
there is no one besides you; there is no 
Rock like our God. 

1 Samuel 2:2



Introduction to Samuel

From Samuel to David



THE BOOK

•Originally one book, not two 

•Jewish tradition is that Samuel wrote the 
first 24 chapters and the remainder were 
written by Nathan and Gad. 



PURPOSE

•To define monarchy as a gracious gift of 
God to his chosen people 

•Their sin wasn’t in asking for a king, but in 
wanting to exchange faith in the power of 
God’s protection for reliance on the strength 
of a human leader and their military forces. 



Historical Setting

• In 1 Samuel, Israel is a loose federation 
of weak tribes barely able to resist the 
raids of enemies 

• By the end of 2 Samuel, under King 
David, Israel was unified, strong and the 
most powerful kingdom in the area. 



Theological Themes



Theological Themes

ELECTION

God chose to work through Samuel, Saul and David.

Through the line of David the Messiah will come.



Theological Themes
GRACE

The theme of grace is revealed in reverses of fortune:

Hannah, the childless wife, becomes the mother of 6.

Men of privilege like the sons of Eli die in shame.

An obscure donkey wrangler (Saul) and a shepherd
boy (David) are anointed the first 2 kings of Israel.



Theological Themes

GOD WILL NOT BE MANIPULATED

Recall Mary Lee’s lecture on the several stories about
the Ark of the Covenant in the OT.

They are included to remind us that man cannot
manipulate God.



Theological Themes

CYCLES OF BLESSINGS AND CURSES

When David understood his role as king 
was to follow the direction of God, the Divine Ruler,
blessings followed.

When he failed to remember this and followed his
own will and sinned, David was punished.



Samuel: the Man

Judge, Priest, and Prophet



Samuel the Judge

• His name meant either “name of God” or 
“God has heard”

• Last of the ruling judges in the OT

• Samuel judged in Bethel, Gilgal and Mizpah

• Called people to repentance so God 
repelled invading Philistines with loud 
thunder at the battle of Mizpah (1 Samuel 
7:2-17)



Samuel the Priest

• Samuel was a miracle child, dedicated to 
the service of the Lord

• From the tribe of Levi, so he was 
qualified to serve as a priest in the 
tabernacle (1 Chronicles 6:16, 22, 31-33)

• Chosen by God to succeed Eli as priest 
(1 Samuel 33-35)



Samuel the Prophet

• Samuel is the first of the prophets   
(Acts 3: 24)

• God calls Samuel to anoint the first 2 
kings of Israel

• Samuel led the greatest Passovers

• Samuel known for his prayers



Samuel the Ghost

See 1 Samuel 28 for the whole 
story....



KING DAVID

“The Lord has sought out 
a man after his own heart”

1 Samuel 13: 14



Ancestors of Christ



PARALLELS BETWEEN 
KING DAVID AND JESUS CHRIST



Both were descendants of Abraham 
and the tribe of Judah

Both were born in Bethlehem

Both experienced confrontation
 in the wilderness



Both were known as shepherds

Both were rejected 
by their own people

Both were betrayed by 
someone close to them



No one expected either David or Jesus
to become a King

Both were forced to flee for their lives
from those seeking to kill them



Both reigned in spite of rejection 
and rebellion from others

Both were misrepresented by others

Both were disappointed by the actions
 of those close to them

Both wept on the Mount of Olives over the tragedies 
taking place in Jerusalem



David defeated the nations

BUT

Jesus Christ defeated sin and 
death



David had many 
great military 

victories
as King of Israel

BUT

Revelation 
reveals that Jesus 

is the real
victorious King



David was “a man after God’s own heart”

BUT

Jesus WAS God’s heart



Applying the Lesson in Your Life 

Do you recall a time you knew  
God called you to serve Him? 

How did you know it was God’s call 

How did you respond?

?


