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Please silence all devices, and refrain from consuming food or beverages during worship.

Bless a child this Christmas season!

Toy Train
Grant Christmas wishes for a child in 

need! Simply drop unwrapped gifts in 
the Toy Train in front of Children's Ministries. 

The Toy Train is stationed at MDPC 
now through December 6.

� outreach.mdpc.org
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Celebrate the Christmas season with coffee, tea, wassail, 

and warm fellowship at the annual Christmas Coffee, 
an MDPC tradition. All women are welcome! Bring your 
mothers, daughters, sisters, and friends.

Tuesday, December 8
9:00 to 11:00 AM • MDPC Parlor

Childcare available by reservation: childcare@mdpc.org

Sponsored by MDPC Women

Give Water, Shelter, 

Food, the Gospel, 

Schools, Hospitals...

“Lord, when was it that we saw You hungry and gave You food, 

or thirsty and gave You something to drink? And when was it 

that we saw You a stranger and welcomed You, or naked and 

gave You clothing?” And the King will answer them, “Truly I 

tell you, just as you did it to one of these who are members of 

My family, you did it to Me.” Matthew 25:37-40

Rejoice in His Love this Christmas!

MDPC seeks to be a blessing in the world.  

The giver of this gift has chosen to  

honor you while meeting a tangible need. 

We are blessed to be a blessing. Genesis 12:2

11612 Memorial Drive | Houston Texas 77024 

mdpc.org | 713-782-1710

MDPC
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

The Light of the  

World has come.

Family Christmas Festival!
Join us at MDPC for dinner, crafts, a hot chocolate bar, 

cakewalk, Advent wreath making, a service project*, and SNOW!
Sunday, November 29 

4:15 PM • Caroling in the Chapel 
5:00 PM • Fellowship Hall 

Festival is Free! 
Dinner: $6.50 per meal/$30 per family max

*Bring a bag of your favorite kind of dried beans!

� women.mdpc.org

� christmasconcert.mdpc.org

� children.mdpc.org� concerts.mdpc.org

  

� pip.mdpc.org

� missionmarket.mdpc.org� blessfriday.mdpc.org

Partner In Prayer 2016

Your time given through PIP ensures thousands 
of people are prayed for every day! As Pastor Alf 

writes in his invitation letter, "Prayer is one of the key 
avenues God uses to transform us. We need your help 

in this ministry, but helping will help you grow in 
your faith as well."

To be a 2016 Partner In Prayer, register at  
pip.mdpc.org.

Mission 
Market

Give the gift of HOPE!

Opens next Sunday! 
Shop Mission Market on Sundays through December 20.

Between Services | Chapel and Sanctuary Lobbies



Coordinating Team
Dan Aikins | Interim Youth Ministries Dir.
Mauricio Chacón | Associate Pastor for Fuente
Brandon Gaide | Associate Pastor for Next Gen
Ginny Glass | Communications & Media Dir.
Meliza Gómez | Contemporary Music Dir.
Alf Halvorson | Senior Pastor 
Charles Hausmann | Traditional Music Dir.
Kristin Huffman | Associate Pastor for Outreach
Brett Hurst | Relationships Minister
Christyn Knoop | Adult Ministries Dir.
Gena Kooken | Sr. Leadership Ministry Coor.
Rick Myers | Associate Pastor for Caring
Rachel Poysky | Children’s Ministries Dir.
Becky Riggs | Business Administrator
Dave Steane | Executive Pastor & Head of Staff
Kathryn White | Coordinating Music Dir.
Karen Winship | Human Resources Dir.

Dave Peterson | Pastor Emeritus 
Gary Bowker | Pastor Emeritus

MDPC Foundation
For information, contact Business Administrator 
Becky Riggs at briggs@mdpc.org or 713-953-2570.

11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024  | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710
Loving God. Proclaiming Christ. Living Generously. Engaging All. 

Ministry Partners
Pray for these MDPC partners working to make a difference 
in the lives of others:

Outreach Center of West Houston's programs restore 
purpose and productivity to clients' lives, helping them learn 
new skills, develop healthy relationships, and experience 
positive growth. Some of its core programs are Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Family Point Resources, and Young Life.
oc-wh.org

Westside Homeless Partnership is a two-stage housing 
initiative for homeless families with children, or families 
in imminent danger of becoming homeless. Clients receive 
education and counseling needed to achieve self-sufficiency 
and permanent housing. 
westsidehomeless.org

Living Water International: 783 million people lack access 
to reliably clean drinking water—that’s 1 in 9. In the places 
LWI works, it’s more like 1 in 2. Poor, politically unrepre-
sented people are the ones that continue to suffer; pray for 
LWI teams as they drill water wells in these communities. 
water.cc

Bless Friday, a Day Filled with Thanks-giving
With the holidays quickly approaching, we are reminded of how abundantly blessed we 
are. Yet, God calls us to not simply give thanks one season a year, but, with our lives, give 
thanks in everything we say or do. Join the MDPC family this year and give thanks by 
being a blessing to someone on Bless Friday.
Bless Friday, November 27
For details on projects you and your family or friends can be part of during Thanksgiving weekend 
visit blessfriday.mdpc.org.

Going Through a Tough Time?
If you or your family are going through a tough time now, please call for a Stephen Min-
ister to walk through it with you. These are caring Christian lay people who have gone 
through 50 hours of intensive training and can be such a blessing to those experiencing 
life’s difficulties. 
Please contact Reverend Rick Myers (rmyers@mdpc.org, 713-490-9545) or Pat Weinberg (281-224-5311).

Sewing for Missions Crafts
There won’t be a holiday sale this year, but crafts from last year are available! Stop by on 
Thursday mornings to see what we have. You can donate what you see fit, or just give a 
lovingly made piece a good home. Festive fall pumpkins also are available for sale.
Thursdays, 9:00 AM-Noon | CLC 170
Contact Pat Ikard with questions: 713-461-3654

November Is Adoption Awareness Month 
This year the emphasis is on children that are in our foster care system and missing 
out on having a forever family. How can you help? Join us in prayer for the more than 
400,000 children who are living in foster care this year in the U.S. alone. More than 
100,000 are waiting for an adoptive home. More than 23,000 aged out of the foster care 
system last year without finding a family to call their own. If you or someone you know 
from our church, or in the community, is a foster or adoptive parent, and in need of sup-
port or a night out, contact MDPC Safe Haven Foster Care and Adoption ministry, now 
entering its fifth year. We hold an adoption/foster care support group each month, as 
well as a Parents’ Night Out. We also are available for individual guidance and support.
Contact Ann Rome (adoptive parent) and Sandy Griffith (foster mom): mdpcsafehaven@gmail.com  
To find out more about our monthly events, go to safehaven.mdpc.org.

Help Wanted: Special Blessings and Safe Haven 
Special Blessings (Special Needs Ministry) and Safe Haven (Foster Care & Adoption 
Ministry) are in need of adults and teens to volunteer on Sunday mornings, as well as 
for monthly Parents’ Night Out events. No experience is necessary and no prep work is 
required. We just need people to show up and love on some really neat kids!
Please contact Keri Mosk for more information: kmosk@mdpc.org or 713-490-9265

Financial Peace University Class
This is a small group class aimed at singles and couples in their 20s-30s. Financial Peace 
teaches God’s ways of handling money in a community-focused setting. Learn a few new 
financial techniques and how to get rid of debt, manage your money, and spend and save 
wisely. Class led by MDPC members Margaret and Jonathan Humphreys. 
Tuesdays, January 12-March 8 | 6:30-8:30 PM | Meets in the Heights
Contact Margaret with questions (streetmf@gmail.com). Cost of the class is $93 per single or per 
couple for the required kit, available at daveramsey.com (select “Find a Class;” ours is the Houston 
Heights group under Margaret’s name). After you purchase a kit, sign up at registrations.mdpc.org. 

Use Your Business Skills: Newspring Business Plan Competition
Over the past eight years, over 100 MDPC members have participated as advisers to 
community college students, helping them draft business plans. It’s a great opportunity 
to witness to your Christian faith in a secular world. Advisers work in pairs, mentoring 
their contestants throughout this annual competition.
Begins January 2016
For details, please contact Robert Westheimer at rwestheimer1@comcast.net.

MDPC Turns 60...
In 2015, we celebrate 60 years 

of faith and ministry!
Harry Adamson, who joined MDPC's 

staff in 1969 as Minister of Christian Edu-
cation, was a frequent visitor to Sewing for Missions. 
This outreach group makes so much great stuff for our 
local and global partners! Turbans for cancer patients, 
dresses for Ugandan orphans, and props for Summer 
Celebration are just a few. Donations of fabric are 
gratefully accepted, and helping hands are graciously 
welcomed! Stop by CLC 170 on Thursday mornings 
with fabric, to help, or just to visit.

W EEK LY FI NA NCIA L U PDATE
Operating Income  
2015 Budget $ 10,500,000
Expected Income to date $ 6,946,363
Actual Income to date $ 6,704,569
Current Income Deficit $ 241,794
Pictured: Family Point Resources keeps at-risk kids engaged in healthy, 
spirit-building activities. Consider volunteering if you love having fun!

Please Pray...
Today's Chancel Flowers are given by:
•	Virginia	Benfield,	who	is	thankful	for	the	

volunteers of Food Service Ministries.

We Love to See MDPCers!
When you take pictures at an MDPC 
event, or snap some photos with your 
small group or Sunday school class, 
please share them with us! It's great to 
have familiar faces to use in publications 
and around campus.
Please send digital photos in original size 
to Eva at ekaminski@mdpc.org. Include 
names of people pictured, and where and 
when the photo was taken. Be sure to have 
the consent of everyone in the photo!

*Please stand if able. CCLI # 182374

OTHer Worship opportunities

8:30 Blended service 

9:45 contemporary service 

11:15 traditional service 

SPANISH SErvICE 11:15 AM | Chapel fuente.mdpc.org 

FIFTH SErvICE 5:00 PM | Chapel fifthservice.mdpc.org

WOrSHIP INvITATION Meliza Gómez and Michael Middleton

*WOrSHIP MUSIC 

*PrAYEr OF CONFESSION AND ASSUrANCE OF PArDON Brett Hurst 

BAPTISMS  Alf Halvorson 
Riley	Victoria	Dunn,	daughter	of	Iva	and	Thomas	Dunn,	Jr.
Brooklyn Hamilton Dunn, daughter of Iva and Thomas Dunn, Jr.
Remington Ava Dunn, daughter of Iva and Thomas Dunn, Jr.
Millie Sloan Taliaferro, daughter of Julia and Elliott Taliaferro

GIFTS OF GrATITUDE  Dave Steane

MESSAGE  The High Five: To God Be the Glory Alone  Alf Halvorson

PrELUDES Prayer and Toccata from Suite Gothique Leon Boellmann  (1862-1897)

WELCOME AND CALL TO WOrSHIP Rick Myers

CHOrAL INTrOIT  For the Beauty of the Earth John Rutter (b. 1945)
 Dr. Paolo Gomes, Guest Conductor 

*HYMN OF PrAISE  We Gather Together #559;	Vs.	1,	2,	3	|	Kremser

*PrAYEr OF CONFESSION AND ASSUrANCE  

*AFFIrMATION OF FAITH  from 1 Corinthians 15:1-6 & Colossians 1:15-20 

ANTHEM Now Thank We All Our God Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) 

BAPTISMS Alf Halvorson 
Caroline Eleanor Bagley, daughter of Brian Thomas Bagley
Robert Cooper Crawley, son of Robert and Elizabeth Crawley 
Paulina Sue Curtis, daughter of H. Lamar and Blanca Curtis
Avery Lynn Holland, daughter of Justin and Christina Holland

OFFErTOrY The Love of God Dan Forrest (b. 1978)
 Bill Lundgren, violin 

MESSAGE  The High Five: To God Be the Glory Alone  Alf Halvorson

*HYMN OF rESPONSE Come, Ye Thankful People, Come #551;	Vs.	1,	4	|	St.	George's	Windsor

POSTLUDE  Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933)

WELCOME Dave Steane

*SONGS OF PrAISE 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus  Stead/Kirkpatrick
 Holy Holy Holy Is the Lord God Almighty arr. Gómez 

*PrAYEr OF CONFESSION AND ASSUrANCE OF PArDON Brett Hurst 

SONG OF rESPONSE  Good, Good Father Barrett/Brown

GIFTS OF GrATITUDE  The Glory Is Yours arr. Furtick/Cartee

MESSAGE  The High Five: To God Be the Glory Alone  Alf Halvorson

MDPC Worship MDPC infoMDPC highlights



This is the last sermon in our series on The 
Five Solas (“Onlys”) of the Protestant Ref-

ormation. Remember our ancestors in the faith 
affirmed: “It is Scripture alone that declared that salvation comes by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ alone, by which God alone is glorified.” 

1. Read I Peter 4:8-11 and Colossians 3:16-17. What do Peter and Paul say are to be the 
central activities of faithful believers? 

2. How are the two passages similar? Where are they different? 

3. From these two texts, how would you define “glorifying God?”

4. I talked in my sermon about reality TV, and that often there is a “Kardashian effect” in 
which selfishness is normalized. Reality TV normalizes narcissism and bad behavior. 
What TV shows support this thesis? What shows, in your opinion, are worth watching? 

5. Johann Sebastian Bach signed all of his compositions SDG (Soli Deo Gloria, “to God 
be the glory”). Why do you think he did that?
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6. The Roman Church during the Reformation separated the sacred and the secular. 
Luther and Calvin, however, said that a farmer or a shoemaker or a housewife could 
glorify God if they offered their work to God as a prayer. Do you think that if you 
make God’s glory your aim, any work for God can be a prayer? Why or why not?

7. I talked about Moses asking to see God’s glory and God revealing God’s goodness. 
And that in John 12 Jesus says that the “hour has come for the son of man to be glori-
fied.” That is when Jesus went to the cross. In your mind, how do these things (glory, 
goodness, the cross) all fit together?

8. I ended my message with the poem, “The Touch of the Master’s Hand,” by Myra 
Brooks Welch. It is about a violin that is about to be auctioned off to a crowd for next 
to nothing, but a master comes and wipes the instrument clean, tunes the strings, and 
then plays music on it that is profound and beautiful. In the end, the violin sells for a 
great price. How are you like that violin? What needs to happen for the Spirit to dust 
you off and tune you? How might God be glorified though the music of your life? 

9. What is your overall takeaway (personally and for MDPC) from the whole Five Solas 
series?
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