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The 2016 budget is pending approval. Current financial 
information will be shown this morning on the screens.
Pictured: "Everyone is an Artist," a unique program at MDPC partner 
ministry Amazing Place, encourages adults coping with dementia to 
express their creativity and feel a sense of accomplishment.

Praises and Prayers
Today’s Chancel Flowers are given by  
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Burke in celebration of the 
Hill-Gassett wedding on January 16, 2016.

Members recently released from the hospital:
Ellie Kaptain, Em Williams

Pray for Local and Global Ministry in 2016
Please pick up a 2016 Ministry Partner booklet and take a little time to pray for our partners 
this year! In the booklet, you’ll find three organizations listed per week, along with some 
background information and how you can learn more about each partner. 

Ministry Partners 2016
This week, we ask that you please pray for these MDPC partners in ministry:
Alpha Houston trains, equips, 
and encourages Christian com-
munities to effectively utilize the 
Alpha Course as their evangelism 
tool, thereby making disciples who 
are mature followers of Christ. 
alphahouston.org

Amazing Place is an interactive, 
affirming, state-of-the-art daytime 
wellness center designed for adults 
with mild to moderate memory 
loss. Its programs serve participants 
age 51 to 98 who suffer from  
Alzheimer’s or related dementia, 
and their care-giving families.
amazingplacehouston.org 

MDPC Field Partners Chris 
and Jamie work in the Middle 
East developing community and 
sharing their faith in Jesus. Please 
pray for Chris, Jamie, their two 
young children, and their team to 
be strengthened by God as they 
learn the language, and share His 
love and grace.

Outreach Committees Are Open
MDPC Local Outreach Ministry works with our more than 130 Houston ministry partners 
to further God’s Kingdom through Word and deed. We are looking for 25 team members to 
join us beginning in February. Getting involved with Outreach is an amazing chance to see 
God in action through our partners on the front lines of ministry.
Contact Jan Roe: jroe@mdpc.org or 713-490-9552

Volunteer Servers Needed
Food servers are needed for A Very Special Dinner and a Marriage, an evening for parents of 
children with special needs and foster/adoptive parents. Attendees enjoy a nice dinner while 
learning ways to stay connected with each other in the midst of raising a very special family. 
Saturday, February 27 | Fellowship Hall
Contact Keri Mosk for info or to volunteer: kmosk@mdpc.org or 713-490-9265

TBRI (Trust-Based Relational Intervention) Training
For adoptive and foster parents, this series is designed to meet the complex needs of vulner-
able children. Attendees receive a certificate of training hours. Childcare available.
Wednesdays, February 10-24 | 6:00-8:00 PM | MC Room 207 
Register through January 27: safehaven.mdpc.org

Meeting Jesus on the Refugee Trail
Tihomir Kukolja, director of MDPC mission partner Renewing Our Minds, recently re-
turned from a refugee mission in the Balkans. He will share stories from the Serbia-Croatia 
border and  from serving in the biggest refugee camp in Croatia. 
Wednesday, January 27 | 6:30 PM | Parlor

Ballroom Dance & More
One of many great adult classes offered through Reach Recreation Ministry is a fun begin-
ners Ballroom Dance course, Tuesdays at 7:00 PM beginning January 26. 
For details on Ballroom Dance and all the great Reach classes for kids and adults, visit reach.mdpc.org.

Youth Baseball, Softball, and Volleyball
Boys and girls, pre-K through 6th grade, are encouraged to sign up for baseball or softball. 
Volleyball is for girls, 4th through 8th grade, who are not in club volleyball. 
Practices begin the week of March 21. Games are Saturdays, April 2-May 14.
Register by February 14 ($115 includes jersey, pictures, and medal or trophy): sports.mdpc.org

Venturers presents: The Academy Awards
Award-winning author, teacher, and publisher Dr. Roger Leslie talks about The Academy 
Awards and its history, traditions, and winners and losers. RSVP 
Monday, February 1 | 6:00 PM | Westchase Hilton (9999 Westheimer Road)
RSVP by January 27 to Linnie Edwards: 9350 Shady Lane, 77063 (713-785-7115) 

Galatians 5:1-25

Coming Up at MDPC

MDPC INFO

Memorial Drive
Presbyterian Church

MDPC Ministry 
Partners 2016

Loving God. Proclaiming Christ.  Living Generously. Engaging All.

Outreach Ministries
Kristin Huffman, Associate Pastor khuffman@mdpc.org | 713-490-9559

Valerie Rivera, Administrative Assistant vrivera@mdpc.org | 713-490-9551 

Local Outreach  
Jan Roe, Local Missions Director  jroe@mdpc.org | 713-490-9552 

Global Outreach  Amy Delgado, Global Missions Director adelgado@mdpc.org | 713-490-9554
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MDPC MOrNINg WOrshIp

8:30 & 9:45 AM servIces

WORShIP reFlectION

*Please stand if able. CCLI # 182374

PReluDe  Andante Sostenuto from Symphony No. 1 Brahms (1833-1897)/arr. White

WelCoMe AnD CAll To WoRSHiP Dave Steane

CHoRAl inTRoiT Let All the World in Every Corner Sing William Mathias (1934-1992) 

*HyMn oF PRAiSe God of Grace and God of Glory #420; Vs. 1, 2, 3 | Cwm Rhondda

*PRAyeR oF ConFeSSion AnD ASSuRAnCe oF PARDon Rick Myers

*AFFiRMATion oF FAiTH FRoM The Apostle’s Creed 

*ConGReGATionAl ReSPonSe The Gloria Patri Hymn #579

AnTHeMS I Am the Church R. Avery (1934-2015) & D. Marsh (1924-2010)
 Child of God Sunday School Song
 MDPC Preschool Worship Group 

oFFeRToRy Abide With Me  arr. John Cornish (b. 1984) 

MeSSAGe The Fruit of the Spirit: Peace & Patience Alf Halvorson

*HyMn oF ReSPonSe Spirit of the Living God #322; Vs. 1 | Living God

PoSTluDe  Nessun dorma (None Shall Sleep) from Turandot Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924) 

11:15 AM tradItIONal servIce 

Partner In Prayer 2016

Your time given through PIP ensures thousands of people are 
prayed for every day! As Pastor Alf wrote in his invitation 

letter, "Prayer is one of the key avenues God uses to transform us. 
We need your help in this ministry, but helping will help you 
grow in your faith as well."

To be a 2016 Partner In Prayer, register at pip.mdpc.org.
WelCoMe Dave Steane (8:30), Alf Halvorson (9:45)

*SonGS oF PRAiSe 

*PRAyeR oF ConFeSSion AnD ASSuRAnCe oF PARDon Rick Myers

CHilDRen'S MeSSAGe Kyle Collins (9:45 Only)

GiFTS oF GRATiTuDe 

MeSSAGe The Fruit of the Spirit: Peace & Patience Alf Halvorson

ReSPonSe oF THe PeoPle 

As we sing, we also activate our prayer life. What we declare through song becomes the prayers of 
the collective Body of Christ. As believers in the Son of God that is Jesus Christ, we have confidence 
knowing that He hears us when we pray.

1 John 5:13-15

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,  
so that you may know that you have eternal life.

And this is the boldness we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, 
we know that we have obtained the requests made of Him.

Musicians participating in these services: Joe Gavito, guitar; Meliza Gómez, worship leader; Craig Gysler, 
keys; Michael Middleton, worship leader; Asher Pudlo, drums; and Dennis Whittaker, bass

Musicians participating in this service: Shari Halvorson, Preschool Worship; Kathryn White, organ/piano; 
Charles Hausmann, Sanctuary Choir Conductor

Saturday, January 30
1:00-5:00 PM | Spring Valley Village Park

cbgr.mdpc.org

In his Lenten sermon series, Pastor Alf will explore 
the locations (landscapes) where Jesus stops on His 
journey to the cross. Seven-week Eat Pray Lent small 
groups will reflect on the sermons together and use a 

special study guide to dig deeper into each message.

There's a variety of groups to join,  
 or start your own! 

       Weekly meetings, February 14-april 1

           Visit epl.mdpc.org for details and to register. 

Sunday Mornings  
9:45 AM | MC 219  

B90 IS AN ENGAGING 90-DAY  
BIBLE READING EXPERIENCE

Class begins today - join us! 
More information: B90.mdpc.org 

Cookies 
for U.S. Troops

This is a call to MDPC families to 
put on aprons, dig out their bowls 
and spoons, and bake! Our soldiers 
receive any gift with a heart full of 
gratitude, but it’s the homemade 
cookies they really crave. Drop off 
cookies on February 4, or stay to 
help. Everyone is welcome!

Bake

Care PaCkage aSSemBly:
Thursday, February 4 
9:00 AM-1:30 PM | CLC 170



C. S. Lewis, in his book Experiment in 
Criticism, says, “Tell me what the hard 

words mean, and you will have done more for me 
than a thousand commentaries.” Sometimes when we look 

at Scripture, the best way to understand God’s Word is to take three or four translations, 
compare them, and make sure we understand the hard words—what they mean. If you do 
not know Greek or Hebrew, a great way to get the words right is to look at the King James 
Version, the New Revised Standard Version, The Message paraphrase, and the Amplified 
Bible, for instance. You don’t have to use those translations, but you get the idea. The 
variety of angles will sharpen the focus and provide greater clarity.

1. On your own, how would you define the words joy, peace, and patience? How do you 
think your friends/neighbors would define these words? Are the two sets of definitions 
the same or different? Where and why?

2. The word joy in Greek is Chara, and the word for grace in GK is Charis. So, if we 
receive the Charis of God, we will have the Chara of God to share. Happiness, which is 
often the world’s definition of joy, is pleasure and freedom from trouble. But joy in the 
New Testament is not determined by external circumstances. In fact, it often is revealed 
most in tough times. When have you seen joy even in the midst of pain or suffering? 

3. I talked about a doctor friend who says he can tell people of faith from those without 
it when he has spent time in their hospital room; and I shared about Elizabeth Kubler-
Ross, the “stages of grief ” psychiatrist, noticing the difference in patients after a certain 
orderly had been in the room. Do you believe people can feel/sense/know the fruit 
of the spirit even if you don’t say anything? When have you noticed it in someone or 
someone noticed it in you?

Joy, Peace, and Patience
Galatians 5:22-25
Alf Halvorson Preaching

Sunday, January 17, 2016 Sunday, January 17, 2016Digging deeper 
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4. Peace comes from the word Eirene in Greek, which means “absence of tension or 
hostilities,” but when paired with its equivalent in Hebrew (Old Testament—Shalom), 
it takes on the richer meaning of “wholeness in life and relationships with God and 
others.” Harry Emerson Fosdick, the famous NYC pastor at Riverside Church, had a 
man come into his church and tell him that it was easier to become an atheist than to 
stay a Christian. Is he right? Why or why not? Why are right relationships such hard 
work? Why does the Holy Spirit keep nudging us toward peace?

5. Patience in Greek is Makrothumia. Half of the word for patience is “anger,” and the 
other half is “slow to.” What does it mean for you that in Psalm 103:8 it says, “The Lord 
is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love”? Where do you 
need patience? 

6. How do joy, peace, and patience relate to each other, if at all? Which do you need most 
in your life right now? Explain. End your session praying for each other to be guided 
more and more by the Spirit.

C. S. Lewis, in his book Experiment in Criticism, says, “Tell me what the hard words 
mean, and you will have done more for me than a thousand commentaries.” 

Sometimes when we look at Scripture, the best way to understand God’s Word is to 
take three or four translations, compare them, and make sure we understand the hard 
words—what they mean. If you do not know Greek or Hebrew, a great way to get the 
words right is to look at the King James Version, the New Revised Standard Version, The 
Message paraphrase, and the Amplified Bible, for instance. You don’t have to use those 
translations, but you get the idea. The variety of angles will sharpen the focus and provide 
greater clarity.

1. On your own, how would you define the words joy, peace, and patience? How do you 
think your friends/neighbors would define these words? Are the two sets of definitions 
the same or different? Where and why?

2. The word joy in Greek is Chara, and the word for grace in GK is Charis. So, if we 
receive the Charis of God, we will have the Chara of God to share. Happiness, which is 
often the world’s definition of joy, is pleasure and freedom from trouble. But joy in the 
New Testament is not determined by external circumstances. In fact, it often is revealed 
most in tough times. When have you seen joy even in the midst of pain or suffering? 

3. I talked about a doctor friend who says he can tell people of faith from those without 
it when he has spent time in their hospital room; and I shared about Elizabeth Kubler-
Ross, the “stages of grief ” psychiatrist, noticing the difference in patients after a certain 
orderly had been in the room. Do you believe people can feel/sense/know the fruit 
of the spirit even if you don’t say anything? When have you noticed it in someone or 
someone noticed it in you?

4. Peace comes from the word Eirene in Greek, which means “absence of tension or 
hostilities,” but when paired with its equivalent in Hebrew (Old Testament—Shalom), 
it takes on the richer meaning of “wholeness in life and relationships with God and 
others.” Harry Emerson Fosdick, the famous NYC pastor at Riverside Church, had a 
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