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Problem for
new converts:

Pagan background













Do not be 
yoked 

together 
with 

unbelievers.
(v14a) 

Do not plow with an ox and a donkey 
yoked together. Deut 22:10



It is impossible for the purity 
of the Christian and the 
pollution of the pagan to run 
in double harness.

--William Barclay



There is no call for Christian to 
separate from Christian for doctrinal 
or ethical reasons.

Neither is Paul requiring a wholesale 
separation from unbelievers.

--Paul Barnett



Unbeliever’s home:  If invited to the 
home of an unbeliever, a believer is 
free to attend.  (1 Cor 10:27)

Christian meetings:  Unbelievers were 
not forbidden to attend the Christian 
meetings.  (1 Cor 14:22-25)





--Paul Barnett
(see 1 Cor 5:9-11)

…total separation from
the immoral,
the greedy, 
the robbers, 
the idolators

would necessitate going 
‘out of the world’ 

altogether.
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