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Lesson 17: The Gift of the Gospel
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Memory Verse: Galatians 5: 1

It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and do 
not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a 
yoke of slavery.
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When, Who, Where and Why

INTRODUCTION TO GALATIANS
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WHEN?

That depends! 

Paul and Barnabus visited southern Galatia 
during his first missionary journey (Acts 
13:14-14:21) and during his second missionary 
journey visited northern Galatia (Acts 16:6, 
18:23) during Paul’s second and third 
missionary journeys.

Most scholars believe Paul wrote his letter to 
the Galatians in Antioch around 48-49 AD after 
his first missionary journey. If so, that would 
make this the earliest book of the New 
Testament.
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WHO ?

Following the theory that Paul is writing to 
Gentile believers in Galacia after his first 
missionary journey, the letter was probably 
received and read in churches in the cities 
of Pisidian, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and 
Derbe.
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WHERE ?

Galatia 
is in 

modern 
day

Turkey
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WHY ?

Paul is “astonished”
that these young 
Christians are 
following a false 
gospel. He is angry 
with those who are 
misleading them 
about the truth of 
the gospel. 
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How Do We 
Distinguish Between 

 THE Gospel and 
False Gospels?
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Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you 

are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to 
you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 

he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.

1 Corinthians 15: 1-5
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•The gospel was planned by God beforehand (v. 3,4)

•The gospel is an historical event (v. 3-5)

•The gospel is an objective accomplishment (v.3)

•The gospel is an offer made to all that may be had 
only by faith in Christ (v. 2)

•The gospel is an application through faith to specific 
people of what Christ accomplished (v. 2)

•The gospel is an eternal and infinitely happy future 
destiny: Good News (v. 1-3)

Six Foundational Principles of the Gospel Without 
Which There is No Gospel

from John Piper
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“If you add anything to Christ as a requirement 
for acceptance with God--if you start to say: To 
be saved I need the grace of Christ plus 
something else--you completely reverse the 
“order” of the gospel and make it null and 
void...Another gospel is NOT another gospel. it is 
NO gospel.”
Tim Keller, Galatians For You
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MODERN FALSE GOSPELS

Some modern false gospels add something to THE gospel 
and some take something away.

Paul condemns any teaching that is not based on the fact 
that:

•  We are too sinful to contribute to our salvation 

•  We are saved by belief in Jesus’ saving work, the grace of 
Christ, and nothing else
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Not THE Gospel

  Teaches that good works are 
enough to get to God

  This gospel is exclusive: only the 
good can enter the Kingdom while 
the bad are excluded.

  Encourages the idea that if you 
are tolerant and open you are 
pleasing to God and don’t need 
grace. -- Tim Keller

“It doesn’t matter what 
you believe as long as
you are a loving and 
good person.”

Inclusivism

   Those who seek truth and 
follow it, even outside the 
gospel, obeying the witness of 
their own conscience, may be 
saved by the merciful 
application of the benefits of 
Christ.
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Universalism: Everyone will be saved.

Origen 2nd Century AD

Rob Bell 2011

The gospel is an offer made to all that 
may be had only through faith in Christ. 
John Piper
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Pluralism

Christ is one of many valid pathways
to God, but not the only pathway. 

Jesus is not one of many ways to approach God, nor is 
He the best of several ways: He is the only way.
~A.W. Tozer
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Modern Gnosticism

Asserts that there is a difference between the “Risen 
Christ” and the “historical Jesus”.  Denies the historical 
veracity of the incarnation, Virgin Birth and bodily 
resurrection accounts of the New Testament. Explains 
them as literary metaphor or mystical experience.
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A God without wrath 
brought men without sin
into a kingdom without 
judgment through the 
ministrations of a Christ 
without a cross.

~H. Richard Niebuhr 

Summing up the teaching of the false gospels:
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Applying the Lesson in Your Life

what false gospel do you see most 
often in your life today?

Using John Piper’s 6 principles, why 
is it false?
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Not on Facebook?
Google 

“MDPC Bible Study 
Discussion”

for a link to the 
Facebook page

Make it a Favorite!

Don’t Forget To Check the

MDPC Bible Study 
Discussion 

Facebook Page

• Extras from the Teaching Leaders

• Interaction with BSD friends

• Reminders and encouragement

Tuesday, February 4, 14



21

Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



Tuesday, February 4, 14



31

Tuesday, February 4, 14


